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Imagine a traditional Tahoe home = krge
timbers, rhees rock, Erarite — { b il
thoos expressions of ver nacular away, like
thee rough, rusky skin
of & pomegranate.
Wihat wai are ekt with
are the undarginnings
ot a “modarm” homa
— sheal, concrete and plass, englnesring
and technalogy. Thesa are the materials
and the ansuing sesthatic that Rosemary
and Larry Ward wanted for ther home in
Truckess Lahontan community, and what
the Mountain Home dwards judges singled
ol 85 this pear's eutstanding contemporary
P
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The Wards, who live ina mid-century
hame in Cirinda, Califernia, commissioned
MW and Interiar desigrer Garry Dodrigues
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to build them s modern home in Lehontan
Thes eauple choss the communiby for s

praxifity bo shding and golf and because

e thal they would Face challanges Stting
a conternporary design inte s community
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that & howse shouldn't sband owt, The
Sammiiifil 'I'-b arhiteciural El.\_u-'i-u limag at thea

time ik was bailt stotad that the Lahantan
style sk to comblire “the rlichmness of
nistaric Lake Tahes astates” with “Inndvatiee
oul underelated treghhess,” A3 | bums out,
tha desian of the Wards' home elegantly
captures that lattar wolrit of inngwative
ireshnase, With o stunning purity of vision,
it |5 an undersiated maodern, and somew hat
aost-madern take on the Tahos homa, fram
f b it lor ane thiro ighcut its intariar,
‘Larey-and | had Been clippding pletures
tor years of home features In magazines
that interasted us,” Posemary says of the

FMassrabian Tor the home's dies B “Wa



wanted something modern, with really clean
lines, lots of light and very uncluttered.”

The Ward home accomplishes this while
not disrupting the Lahontan streetscape,
and does so subtly. Where traditionally
you'd expect to see an entry as you drive
up, the view is blocked by a large, angular
granite pavilion with Douglas fir lattice
detailing, supported in one corner by a 12-
foot tall volcanic basalt plug. Approaching
the entry, the home slowly reveals itself with
steel beams where you'd expect timbers,
and grey oxidized zinc panels that blend
with the home’s surroundings of bitterbrush
and sage.

But the exterior, however unusual, doesn’t

prepare you for the eye-opening interior.
Its initial starkness undermines traditional
expectations, stating quite definitively that
this is “no Paul Bunyan log home,” says
architect Kurt Reinkens. “You're entering a
realm of art and sculpture.”

Concrete slab floors are bound by a
softly lit white wall on the right and a wall of
granite on the left. A glinting, stainless steel
wall juts diagonally, drawing your gaze down
the hall's length to a glimpse of a steel spiral
staircase — a fluid feature in this otherwise
sharp-lined, geometric space. Also
populating the entry are a cardboard chair
and a stainless bench set on basalt pillars,

both illustrative of the home’s tendency to
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The home’s interior and exterior spaces are blended

by the materials that flow between them, including low
concrete walls and stone flooring.

contrast the modern and man-made with
elements rustic and raw.

The spiral stairs lead to Larry's personal
retreat — a tower. Perched atop its stainless
steel base is a tiny space with just enough
room for a desk and a red Poppa Bear
Lounge chair by Hans J. Wegner. Out its
windows is a 270-degree view of Northstar-
at-Tahoe's Lookout Mountain, the 10t tee
box and a meadow.

But below, the tower’s spiral staircase
initially draws you down the entry hall.

“When we arrive,” says Rosemary, “the

first thing we do is light the staircase from

below.” But then you encounter a break in

the granite wall and are pulled into a jaw-
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droppeng space s “great reom” in Tahoe
vernacularn, without amy of the vernacalar
The granite wall Frarm the entoy lows into s
nasaily weall l-:'lsth hearth; the stainless base
of the tower beromes the Areplace, The
spom is punctuated with color = original
ceunge Weagnes lounge chairs, circa 1952,
and a Modermnica repredection daybed and
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stael grey couch. Graphically imbalanced
windows perfectly frame the view. Different
munting on the back window are an hamage
to Duteh paintar Plet Mondrian

Or a elightly higher leved are the dleak
sitchan and dining room — planes of
stainless steal and dark blue Formica
Inetead of the tamiliar huge Eranites Bland
the kitchars long, rectangulas shape e
mimbckad by a narrow d-inch Butcher-alock
iglard, which Rosemany says serves 8s a
buffet bas For large parties, & drink rafl af
mpple and o emall stap ceparate the kitchen
from the Rving resm, while still maintaining
the room's apenness for antertaining, The
dimimg rocm (e large and purposetul, housing
a refurbishad Wegner table and chairs,
which can accammodate 24 for diraer,
Windaws, which face an sutdoor, remaote
contrallable Are pit, bring the outside in,

The concept of Bringing the outside
in fs repeated throughout the residence
Slata stones fram the sutside patis are
inlald in the interior floors near the doors
of both the great room and the master
pedroom, Walls contins from the autside
m, eradicating the boundary babwean
interlor and exterian Windows are placed
te optirvize views. The master bath windaw
frames Lookout Mountain and harnessas
thet winter sun, but has its sill set high
enaugh to allow for privacy

Bath manmade and astural, the walls
aet ag anothar of the houses more
miellactusl themes This ig partlcularly true
of & focal point I the main living area a
decanstructing concrete wall that separates
the dinimg recom from the gueet powdar

room and bedraam. & crumbling quality
and industrial tecbure, when joined with
a stee| roaf beam averhead that stops
pedore it resches the far wall creste more
of a mantasl disropdion than & physical ana,
Dutside, the walls work in the same faghion
Thes concrete wall penecates & guest patio
saparate from the breakfast area and fire
pit: mesalt banches creata
walls that miase the ot
tub space private. The
[_||l'_-'i|'|||n-_'\- wall trom the antry
extends, craating & private
patic frarm the master
medroom

Adult bedrosms are on either and of the
Aaimey frsk flaor, with communel spaces =
the canter, This is replicated upstairs with
the children’s badrooms at the ende of the
neruse and an ndegendent lving araa in the
canter — a minlretraat for the lkids within
the larger retraat

Far gl &f Hha hames seulpkural
eoncepiual and intellactusl satements, it
i 20l Imtimate. o place Do kot Tamily and
friends. Fosemary wanted to soften things,
says Rodrigueg, which they accomlis hed
with codor and I.g-.l “Wa sxperdmanted &
ket with colars and shapes For instance, the
light fixtures are all white but in all different
shapet and sizes.” says Rosemary The
guest badroom, tor exarmple, isan almost
white shade of mint grean and Aooded with
daytime light. Matural light i important
b many of the home's spaces,  Featiine
resmuaried upon Frequently by our judges

Dizggite ita mgee induetrial look, the
v s gulte erviranmentally friendly
with ample passive solar beatlng aaint
containing low levels of volatile arganic
compaunds and pre-manufactured trusses
that den't redguire I-rgr- ald g-t-w'ln | et

Powed concrete Floors, radiant heating
and the fraquant use of steal make this
home modern in every seme of the
word, Surprisingly, these Features, not
penarally cansidarad “warm,” all add te
the walcaming parsonality of the hause
e good sculpture, the home beautifully
palances cantrasting elements, emations
and idaae It iz a successful, playful, moders
toke on the meuntaln vacation home B



