The home’s ultra-modern interior includes a two-level
great room (this page), master bedroom (far left) and a
tower-top office (middle).
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The home’s interior and exterior spaces are blended
by the materials that flow between them, including low
concrete walls and stone flooring.

wanted something modern, with really clean
lines, lots of light and very uncluttered.”
The Ward home accomplishes this while
not disrupting the Lahontan streetscape,
and does so subtly. Where traditionally
you’d expect to see an entry as you drive
up, the view is blocked by a large, angular
granite pavilion with Douglas ﬁr lattice
detailing, supported in one corner by a 12foot tall volcanic basalt plug. Approaching
the entry, the home slowly reveals itself with
steel beams where you’d expect timbers,
and grey oxidized zinc panels that blend
with the home’s surroundings of bitterbrush
and sage.
But the exterior, however unusual, doesn’t

prepare you for the eye-opening interior.
Its initial starkness undermines traditional
expectations, stating quite deﬁnitively that
this is “no Paul Bunyan log home,” says
architect Kurt Reinkens. “You’re entering a
realm of art and sculpture.”
Concrete slab ﬂoors are bound by a
softly lit white wall on the right and a wall of
granite on the left. A glinting, stainless steel
wall juts diagonally, drawing your gaze down
the hall’s length to a glimpse of a steel spiral
staircase — a ﬂuid feature in this otherwise
sharp-lined, geometric space. Also
populating the entry are a cardboard chair
and a stainless bench set on basalt pillars,
both illustrative of the home’s tendency to

contrast the modern and man-made with
elements rustic and raw.
The spiral stairs lead to Larry’s personal
retreat — a tower. Perched atop its stainless
steel base is a tiny space with just enough
room for a desk and a red Poppa Bear
Lounge chair by Hans J. Wegner. Out its
windows is a 270-degree view of Northstarat-Tahoe’s Lookout Mountain, the 10th tee
box and a meadow.
But below, the tower’s spiral staircase
initially draws you down the entry hall.
“When we arrive,” says Rosemary, “the
ﬁrst thing we do is light the staircase from
below.” But then you encounter a break in
the granite wall and are pulled into a jaw-
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